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TO: Local Agency Formation Commission

FROM: Crystal M. Craig, Assistant Executive Officer
Gary Thompson, Executive Officer

SUBJECT: LEGISLATIVE UPDATE REPORT

The California Legislature reconvened on January 5, 2026, as part of the
second-year, 2025-26 legislative session. The deadline to introduce new
legislation was February 20, 2026. Following the introduction, bills are
assigned to their respective policy committees, with committee hearings and
initial floor votes expected to take place between March and April. All
legislation that clears both houses must be passed by August 31°%, which marks
the constitutional adjournment of the 2026 legislative session. Once the
session has adjourned, the Governor will have until September 30th to sign,
veto or take no action on all legislation on his desk.

Discussion:

This report is provided for informational purposes only, with the opportunity
to be pulled for discussion and to offer general guidance.

CALAFCO and Riverside LAFCO Legislation of Interest:

CALAFCO and Riverside LAFCO have flagged as significant interest bills as
follows:

1. AB 2083 (Jackson) Moreno-Valley-Perris Childcare Special District-
Assemblymember Jackson introduced Assembly Bill (AB) 2083 which seeks
to form the Moreno Valley-Perris Childcare Special District in Riverside
County, setting its boundaries to include the Cities of Moreno Valley
and Perris, as well as their respective spheres of influence.

Although the recent bill did not pass, staff received a press release
on Wednesday, September 2°¢ that on the final day of the 2026 legislative
session, Assemblymember Dr. Corey Jackson has secured $2 million within
the state budget appropriation in startup funding for California's first
Childcare Special District in Moreno Valley-Perris. This investment will
allow the district to meet LAFCO requirements without additional costs
to local school districts. On Tuesday, September 15 we received an
email requesting from the Assemblyman’s district office requesting a
meeting to discuss the process of forming the special district.

2. SB 1312 (Richardson) Cemetery and Funeral Bureau: advisory committee -
Last year, both CALAFCO and Riverside LAFCO were previously tracking SB
777 proposed by Senator Richardson regarding abandoned cemeteries. SB
777 mandates that the Cemetery and Funeral Bureau convene a working group
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to present a report and recommendations to the Legislature by June 2026.
This committee would aid the bureau in involving consumers and licensees
in its regulatory activities. If the Bureau establishes the committee,
it will include at least one member representing licensed professionals
from the death care industry, as well as members of the public and
representatives from local governments.

On June 18, CALAFCO submitted three (3) technical amendments to clarify
how the bill would operate alongside CKH and the role of LAFCO’s.

The bill, which addresses the abandonment and management of endowment
care cemeteries, has been revised to remove the provision that allowed
certain entities to initiate the formation of a public cemetery district,
thereby resolving CALAFCO’s initial concerns about conflicts with the
Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Act, and all other references to LAFCO. The final
bill was passed out of the legislation on August 30%®, and Enrolled and
presented to the Governor on September 8.

3. SB 1439 (Committee on Local Government): Local government: omnibus bill
SB 1439, the annual Local Government Omnibus Bill, 1s now on the
Governor’s desk. This bill includes a one-year extension for Imperial
LAFCO to complete its MSR for the Imperial Valley Healthcare District,
moving the deadline from December 31, 2026, to December 31, 2027.

AB 918 (Garcia, 2023) created the Imperial Valley Healthcare District
to serve all of Imperial County by merging the Pioneers Memorial and
Heffernan Memorial Healthcare Districts.

SB 1070 (Padilla, 2024) pushed back the deadline for the district to ask
voters for permanent funding until the November 2026 General Election.
This means the results of the election will be known right before LAFCO's
review is due.

By waiting until after the November election, LAFCO can better assess
the district's finances and service ability based on whether voters

approved the funding plan.

CALAFCO has submitted a letter requesting the Governor’s signature. Staff
has attached our letter of support.

CALAFCO Legislative Committee and Board of Directors Legislative Priorities:

The most recent CALAFCO Legislative Committee meeting was conducted on August
20, 2026. The committee voted to reduce the number of bills to 3 legislative
proposals being tracked. The next CALAFCO Legislative Committee meeting is
tentatively scheduled for September 17, 2026.
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Commission:
1. Receive and file this update.

Respectfully submitted,

S
G$@§ Thompson Cryst M. Craig
Executive Officer Assistant Executive Officer
Attachments:
1) Moreno Valley and Perris childcare district funding - Press Enterprise

article - September 14, 2026

SB 1312 - as amended - August 25, 2026

SB 1439 - Imperial LAFCO letter support - June 25, 2026

SB 1439 - CALAFCO letter of support - August 31, 2026

SB 1439 - Riverside LAFCO Draft letter of support - September 14, 2026
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LOCAL NEWS - News

24/7 childcare eyed for Moreno
Valley, Perris families

$2 million in state dollars could launch a first-of-
its kind childcare district

2

By JEFF HORSEMAN | jhorseman@scng.com | The Press-Enterprise
PUBLISHED: September 14, 2026 at 2:14 PM PDT

Parents in Moreno Valley and Perris could one day have access to x
affordable, around-the-clock childcare through a new public agency that’s in

the works.

But a Moreno Valley City Council member; who’s running in November

against the assemblymember trying to form the district, said the plan lacks
vital details about how it would operate and how much it would cost.

Two million dollars in state funding will serve as seed money for the
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If successful, the district would oversee universal, 24-hour childcare for
Perris and Moreno Valley families — “treating childcare as essential public
infrastructure rather than a failing private market,” according to a news

release from Assemblymember Corey Jackson, D-Moreno Valley.
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“Securing this $2 million in startup funding is a monumental victory for the
working-class families of Moreno Valley and Perris who have been trapped
in a childcare desert for far too long,” Jackson said in the release.

The district can be formed through state legislation or via the Riverside

Local Agency Formation Commission, a boundary-setting body for local

governments and public agencies, Daniel Peeden, a Jackson spokesperson,
said via email.

Jackson hopes the district can be up and running by 2028, Peeden added.

The $2 million from Sacramento means the district won’t have to ask local
school districts to pitch in, the release states.

According to Jackson’s office, Moreno Valley is a “childcare desert” where
licensed childcare is available for only 15% of children with working
parents. Infant care in Moreno Valley averages $2,776 a month — roughly
one-third of median household income, the release read.

In Perris, licensed infant care can cost 60% of a worker’s gross median
earnings, Jackson’s office said.
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“The Moreno Valley-Perris Childcare Special District is designed to break this
cycle by coordinating a local, mixed-delivery system authorized to provide
universal care 24 hours a day, seven days a week to support the region’s
commuting and non-traditional shift workers.”

In April, Moreno Valley’s City Council voted 3-2 against giving its backing to
the district.

Councilmember Ed Delgado was among the ‘no’ votes. Delgado, a
Republican, is running against Jackson in November in the 60th Assembly
District, which includes Moreno Valley and Perris.

Delgado said he agrees on the need for affordable and accessible childcare.
For example, his daughter, who has two children under age 3, could benefit.
But he said Jackson’s plan lacks specifics.

“Basically, he didn’t have a plan. We didn’t see a plan,” Delgado said. “We
were turning the pages saying, ‘OK, where’s the rest of this?””

Delgado said there were no answers about how the district would operate,
its ongoing costs, insurance costs and who would be eligible for childcare.
Those questions persist despite the $2 million in seed money, the council
member added.

“It’s going to take a lot more than $2 million to create a special district to
provide affordable childcare,” Delgado said.

Delgado added that he supports working with existing childcare centers in
the district.

The Localist: All our breaking news stories, sent as often as we have
them.
Email address

By signing up, you agree to our Terms of Use, Privacy Policy, and to receive emails
from The Press-Enterprise.
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SB 1312 —2—

CHAPTER

An act to amend Sections 7612.2 and 7612.6 of the Business
and Professions Code, and to amend Section 8250 of, to amend
the heading of Chapter 7 (commencing with Section 8825) of Part
3 of Division 8 of, and to add Chapter 7.5 (commencing with
Section 8830) to Part 3 of Division 8 of, the Health and Safety
Code, relating to cemeteries.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 1312, Richardson. Cemeteries.

(1) Existing law, the Cemetery and Funeral Act, establishesthe
Cemetery and Funeral Bureau within the Department of Consumer
Affairsand setsforth its powers and dutiesrelating to the licensure
and regulation of, among others, cemeteries and cemetery
authorities.

Existing law defines specified termsfor purposes of the Cemetery
and Funeral Act and the general regulation of cemeteries, but
provides, however, that these definitions do not apply if expressly
stated otherwise. Existing law states that the definitions and
specified provisions that regulate cemeteries are inapplicable to
religious corporations, apublic cemetery, or any private or fraternal
burial park, as specified.

This bill would also make the definitions and regulation of
cemeteries described aboveinapplicableto any Californianonprofit
public benefit corporation that manages the continued care and
maintenance of an abandoned endowment care cemetery that
overseesor performsinterments pursuant to prepaid burial contracts
and does not enter into any new contractsfor the sale of new burial
spaces to consumers, as specified.

(2) Existing law authorizes a cemetery authority that maintains
a cemetery to place its cemetery under endowment care and to
establish, maintain, and operate an endowment care fund. Existing
law requires each cemetery authority to file with the bureau
annually, on or before June 1, or within 5 months after close of
their fiscal year, as specified, awritten report in aform prescribed
by the bureau setting forth, among other things, the amount
collected and deposited in both the general and special endowment
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—3— SB 1312

care funds, as specified. Existing law requires certain information
set forth in the report, including the information described above,
to be accompanied by an annual audit report prepared in accordance
with generally accepted accounting principles of the endowment
care fund and special care fund, as specified.

This bill would require the above-described information to
instead be accompanied by an annual audit report for each year
within that reporting period.

(3) Existinglaw generally regulates cemeteries, including private
cemeteries. Existing law, however, makes provisions that regul ate
private cemeteriesinapplicableto any religious corporations, public
cemeteries, or private or fraternal burial parks, as specified.

This bill would also make provisions that regulate private
cemeteries inapplicable to any California nonprofit public benefit
corporation that manages the continued care and maintenance of
an abandoned endowment care cemetery that overseesor performs
interments pursuant to prepaid burial contracts, and does not enter
into any new contracts for the sale of new burial spaces to
consumers, as specified.

(4) Existing law authorizes a city or county having a
nonendowment care cemetery within its boundaries that threatens
or endangers the health, safety, comfort, or welfare of the public
to, by resolution of its governing board, as specified, declare the
abandonment of the cemetery as a place of future interment.
Existing law requiresthe city or county to permit interment therein
of any person who, among other things, is an owner of aplot in
the cemetery on the date of adoption of the resolution.

After the work that the governing body, in its discretion, finds
necessary and practicabl e has been completed, existing law requires
the governing body to immediately thereafter, by resolution
containing a legal description of the cemetery, dedicate the
abandoned cemetery as a pioneer memorial park, as specified.
Existing law requires, upon recordation of the resolution with the
county recorder of the county in which the cemetery is located,
fee title to the cemetery to vest in the city or county, as specified.
Existing law requires any county or city acquiring fee title to a
cemetery under these provisions to only use the property for the
purpose of establishing and maintaining a pioneer memorial park.

This bill would define " abandoned endowment care cemetery”
to mean a cemetery that was formerly licensed, as specified, that
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meets other specified criteria, including that the bureau has
conserved the endowment care fund and the property is negatively
impacting the public health, safety, or welfare, as specified. The
bill would require a county, if it determines that an endowment
care cemetery has been abandoned, to provide the owner of the
property 90 days written notice to correct the health, safety, or
welfare concernsit hasidentified. If, after 90 days, those concerns
have not been corrected, the bill would require the county to declare
the property an abandoned endowment care cemetery and
ownership of the real property may be transferred to the county
and promptly be recorded in the records of the county.

This bill would require that, within 3 years of the transfer of
title, the county take title to any remaining endowment care funds
of the prior cemetery authority held by the bureau, and of all
necessary books, records, property, and assets, which shall be
placed in a special fund within the county treasury and only be
expended on care, maintenance, or embellishment of the abandoned
endowment care cemetery. The bill would authorize the county to
transfer the care and management of an abandoned endowment
care cemetery to aCalifornianonprofit public benefit corporation,
as specified.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 7612.2 of the Business and Professions
Code is amended to read:

7612.2. Thisarticle does not apply to any of the following:

(@ A religious corporation, church, religious society or
denomination, a corporation sole administering temporalities of
any church or religious society or denomination, or any cemetery
organized, controlled, and operated by any of them.

(b) A public cemetery.

(c) Any private or fraternal burial park not exceeding 10 acres
in area, established prior to September 19, 1939; however, (1)
those cemeteries shall be subject to the cemetery brokerage
provisions of this act, and (2) any cemetery shall be subject to al
of the provisions of this act if it collects a care, maintenance, or
embellishment deposit or sets up a trust for burial purposes
pursuant to Section 8775 of the Health and Safety Code, including
funeral services such asmortuary, cremation, or other commodities
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or services furnished at the time of and in connection with that
funeral or cremation.

(d) Any Cadifornia nonprofit public benefit corporation that
manages the continued care and maintenance of an abandoned
endowment care cemetery pursuant to Section 8833 of the Health
and Safety Code, that oversees or performs interments pursuant
to prepaid burial contracts, and does not enter into any new
contracts for the sale of new burial spacesto consumers.

SEC. 2. Section 7612.6 of the Business and Professions Code
is amended to read:

7612.6. (@) Each cemetery authority shall file with the bureau
annually, on or before June 1, or within five months after close of
their fiscal year provided approval has been granted by the bureau
as provided for in Section 7612.7, a written report in a form
prescribed by the bureau setting forth the following:

(1) The number of square feet of grave space and the number
of cryptsand niches sold or disposed of under endowment care by
specific periods as set forth in the form prescribed.

(2) Theamount collected and deposited in both the general and
special endowment care funds segregated as to the amounts for
crypts, niches, and grave space by specific periods as set forth
either on the accrual or cash basis at the option of the cemetery
authority.

(3) A statement showing separately the total amount of the
general and special endowment care funds invested in each of the
investments authorized by law and the amount of cash on hand
not invested, which statement shall actually show the financial
condition of the funds.

(4) A statement showing separately the location, description,
and character of the investments in which the special endowment
care funds are invested. The statement shall show the valuations
of any securities held in the endowment care fund as valued
pursuant to Section 7614.7.

(5) A statement showing the transactions entered into between
the corporation or any officer, employee, or stockholder thereof
and the trustees of the endowment care funds with respect to those
endowment care funds. The statement shall show the dates,
amounts of the transactions, and shall contain a statement of the
reasons for those transactions.
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(b) Thereport shall be verified by the president or vice president
and one other officer of the cemetery corporation. Theinformation
submitted pursuant to paragraphs (2), (3), (4), and (5) of
subdivision (a) shall be accompanied by an annual audit report for
each year within the reporting period described in subdivision (a)
prepared in accordance with generally accepted accounting
principles, of the endowment care fund and special carefund signed
by a certified public accountant or public accountant. The scope
of the audit shall include the inspection, review, and audit of the
general purpose financial statements of the endowment care fund
and special care fund, which shall include the balance sheet, the
statement of revenues, expenditures, and changesin fund balance.

(c) If acemetery authority files a written request prior to the
date the report is due, the bureau may, in its discretion, grant an
extension for no more than an additional nine monthswithin which
to file the report.

SEC. 3. Section 8250 of the Health and Safety Codeisamended
to read:

8250. Except asprovided in subdivision (c) of thissection, the
provisions of this part do not apply to any of the following:

(& Any religious corporation, church, religious society or
denomination, a corporation sole administering temporalities of
any church or religious society or denomination, or any cemetery
organized, controlled, and operated by any of them.

(b) Any public cemetery.

(c) Any private or fraternal burial park not exceeding 10 acres
in area, heretofore established; provided, however, (1) that the
provisionsof Chapter 6 (commencing at Section 8800) and Chapter
7 (commencing at Section 8825) of this part are applicable thereto,
and (2) al of the provisions of this part shall apply to any such
cemetery that collects acare, maintenance or embellishment deposit
or funds for commodities or services.

(d) Any Cadifornia nonprofit public benefit corporation that
manages the continued care and maintenance of an abandoned
endowment care cemetery pursuant to Section 8833 of the Health
and Safety Code, that oversees or performs interments pursuant
to prepaid burial contracts, and does not enter into any new
contracts for the sale of new burial spacesto consumers.
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SEC. 4. The heading of Chapter 7 (commencing with Section
8825) of Part 3 of Division 8 of the Health and Safety Code is
amended to read:

CHAPTER /. ABANDONMENT OF NONENDOWMENT CARE
CEMETERIES

SEC. 5. Chapter 7.5 (commencing with Section 8830) isadded
to Part 3 of Division 8 of the Health and Safety Code, to read:

CHAPTER 7.5. ABANDONMENT OF ENDOWMENT CARE
CEMETERIES

8830. (a) For purposesof thischapter, “ abandoned endowment
care cemetery” meansacemetery that wasformerly licensed under
Chapter 12 (commencing with section 7600) of Division 3 of the
Business and Professions Code that meets all of the following
criteria

(1) The certificate of authority has been canceled, surrendered,
or revoked and ownership has not been transferred in accordance
with Section 8585 within oneyear of the cancellation, suspension,
or revocation.

(2) The bureau has conserved the endowment care fund
described in Section 7613.9, 7613.10, or 7613.11 of the Business
and Professions Code.

(3) The cemetery property is negatively impacting the public
health, safety, or welfare as identified by the county in which the
cemetery is located.

(b) If acounty determines that a cemetery has been abandoned
in accordance with subdivision (a), the county shall provide the
owner of the property 90 days' written notice to correct the public
health, safety, or welfare concernsidentified by the county pursuant
to paragraph (3) of subdivision (a).

(c) Upon the expiration of the 90-day notice period, if the
concerns identified by the county pursuant to paragraph (3) of
subdivision (@) have not been corrected in the county’s sole
judgment, the county shall declare the property an abandoned
endowment care cemetery.

8831. (a) Upon abandonment described in subdivision (c) of
Section 8830, the ownership of the abandoned endowment care
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cemetery real property may transfer to the county in which the
cemetery is located by operation of law and the county shall
promptly record the transfer in the real property records of the
county.

(b) (1) Written notice shall be provided to the local agency
formation commission 90 days prior to, and upon, declaration of
abandonment.

(2) Written noticeshall, at aminimum, identify the record owner
or possessor of property, set forth the last known address of the
record owner or possessor, set forth the date that the city, county,
or city and county began the process to declare the abandonment,
and include a description of the real property subject to
abandonment.

(c) A county that acquires title to the rea property of an
abandoned endowment care cemetery shall keep arecord of, and
shall honor all remaining contracts for, burial entered into by the
prior cemetery authority.

(d) Except asprovided in subdivision (c), acounty that acquires
title to the real property of the abandoned endowment care
cemetery shall not beliablefor the debts, obligations, taxes, fines,
or judgments of the previous owner.

(e) The property owner whose cemetery has been subject to
abandonment as defined in this chapter shall remain responsible
for satisfying any outstanding property taxes due at the time of
transfer, as well as any other debts secured by the real property.

8832. (@) Within three years of the transfer of title pursuant
to Section 8831, the county shall take title to any remaining
endowment care funds of the prior cemetery authority held by the
bureau in accordance with Section 7613.9, 7613.10, or 7613.11
of the Business and Professions Code, and shall take possession
of al necessary books, records, property, real and personal, and
assets of the funds.

(b) The assets of the fund described in subdivision (a) shall be
placed in a special fund within the county treasury. The moneys
within the specia fund may only be expended on care,
maintenance, or embel lishment of the abandoned endowment care
cemetery.

8833. (a) A city, county, or city and county may transfer the
care and management of an abandoned endowment care cemetery
to a California nonprofit public benefit corporation in good
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standing to oversee burias, and for the care, maintenance, and
embellishment of the cemetery.

(b) If the bureau controls the endowment care fund pursuant to
Section 7613.9, 7613.10, or 7613.11 of the Business and
Professions Code, a nonprofit public benefit corporation that
manages an abandoned endowment care cemetery may request
reimbursement from availableincomein the endowment care fund
for the care, maintenance, or embellishment performed. The request
shall include a description and proof thereof, the total costs
incurred, and any other information required by the bureau. All
records shall be maintained for at least four years from their
creation and the bureau may inspect those records upon written
reguest to the nonprofit public benefit corporation. The bureau
shall remain in control of the endowment care fund until a
certificate of authority is issued for the cemetery or the county
resumes management, and requests the funds pursuant to this
section.

(c) A nonprofit public benefit corporation that manages an
abandoned endowment shall keep arecord of, and honor all prior
and outstanding contracts for, burials entered into by the prior
cemetery authority.

(d) A nonprofit public benefit corporation that manages an
abandoned endowment care cemetery shall not be liable for the
debts, obligations, taxes, fines, or judgments of the abandoned
cemetery’s previous owne.
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LOCAL AGENCY FORMANDON COMMISSION

June 25, 2026

The Honorable Juan Carrillo, Chair
Assembly Local Government Committee
1021 O Street, Suite 5610

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: SB 1439 (Committee on Local Government): Local government: omnibus bill
As amended June 18, 2026 — SUPPORT

Dear Chair Carrillo and Members of the Assembly Local Government Committee:

As Executive Officer of the Imperial County Local Agency Formation Commission, | am
writing in support of SB 1439, including the provision extending the deadline for Iimperial
LAFCo to complete its municipal service review of the Imperial Valley Healthcare District
from December 31, 2026, to December 31, 2027.

AB 918 established the Imperial Valley Healthcare District and required Imperial LAFCo to
complete an initial municipal service review by December 31, 2026. The following year, SB
1070 established a process for the District to present a permanent funding mechanism to
Imperial County voters at the November 2026 General Election.

These two statutory timelines do not reasonably align. Under current law, LAFCo would be
required to complete its review almost immediately after the election, leaving insufficient
time to fully evaluate the election results, the financial assumptions associated with the
funding measure, and the resulting effect on the District’s ability to provide sustainable
countywide health care services.

Imperial LAFCo is actively working on the required municipal service review. The requested
extension is not intended to delay the review or reduce the oversight and accountability
established by AB 918. Rather, it will allow LAFCo to complete a more accurate and
meaningful evaluation based on the District’s actual financial circumstances following the
November 2026 election.

Without the extension, LAFCo would be placed in the position of either completing the
review without one of the most important pieces of financial information or attempting to
incorporate the election outcome and its implications within an impractical timeframe.

Imperial Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) ¢ 1122 W. State Street, Suite D, El Centro, CA 92243
{760) 353-4115 ¢ www.iclafco.com ¢ An equal opportunity employer



SB 1439 provides a narrow and practical correction by extending the initial review deadline
by one year while preserving the ongoing municipal service review requirements
established by AB 918.

For these reasons, | respectfully request the Committee’s AYE vote on SB 1439.

Sincereja
Tyler Salcido

Executive Officer
Imperial County Local Agency Formation Commission

cc: Members and Consultants, Assembly Local Government Committee

The Honorable Maria Elena Durazo, Chair, Senate Local Government Committee
Members and Consultants, Senate Local Government Committee

The Honorable Steve Padilla, California State Senate

The Honorable Eduardo Garcia, California State Assembly

Michelle Mcintyre, Executive Director, CALAFCO
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California Association of
Local Agency Formation Commissions

LAFCO

SUPPORTING SUSTAINABLE
COMMUNITY GROWTH

August 31, 2026

The Honorable Gavin Newsom
Governor, State of California
1021 O Street, Suite 9000
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: SB 1439 (Committee on Local Government): Local government: omnibus bill
As amended 8/19/26 - REQUEST FOR SIGNATURE

Dear Governor Newsom:

On behalf of the California Association of Local Agency Formation Commissions (CALAFCO), | write
to respectfully request your signature on SB 1439, the annual Local Government Omnibus Bill. The
bill includes a one-year extension for the Imperial County Local Agency Formation Commission
(LAFCO) to complete the municipal service review (MSR) for the Imperial Valley Healthcare District.

AB 918 (Garcia, 2023) formed the Imperial Valley Healthcare District as a countywide health care
district serving Imperial County through the dissolution of the Pioneers Memorial Healthcare District
and the Heffernan Memorial Healthcare District. The measure also required Imperial County LAFCO
to complete an MSR for the new district by December 31, 2026.

The following year, SB 1070 (Padilla, 2024) gave the district until the November 2026 election to
place a permanent funding source mechanism on the ballot. As a result, the outcome of that election
will not be known until shortly before Imperial County LAFCO must complete its municipal service
review.

SB 1439 extends the MSR deadline to December 31, 2027. This extension will allow Imperial County
LAFCO to evaluate the district with the benefit of knowing whether voters approved the district's
permanent funding source mechanism, providing a more complete basis for evaluating the district's
finances and its ability to provide services.

For these reasons, CALAFCO respectfully requests your signature on SB 1439.
Sincerely,

Michelle Mcintyre

CALAFCO Executive Director

cc: The Honorable Maria Elena Durazo, Chair, Senate Local Government Committee

1451 River Park Drive, Suite 185 Sacramento, CA 95815 - Ph: 916-442-6536

www.CALAFCO.org
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September 14, 2026

The Honorable Gavin Newsom
Governor, State of California
1021 O Street, Suite 9000
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: SB 1439 (Committee on Local Government): Local government: omnibus bill — REQUEST
FOR SIGNATURE

Dear Governor Newsom:

On behalf of Riverside LAFCO, | write to respectfully request your signature on SB 1439, the annual
Local Government Omnibus Bill. The bill includes a one-year extension for the Imperial County Local
Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) to complete the municipal service review (MSR) for the Imperial
Valley Healthcare District.

AB 918 (Garcia, 2023) formed the Imperial Valley Healthcare District as a countywide health care district
serving Imperial County through the dissolution of the Pioneers Memorial Healthcare District and the
Heffernan Memorial Healthcare District. The measure also required Imperial County LAFCO to complete
an MSR for the new district by December 31, 2026.

The following year, SB 1070 (Padilla, 2024) gave the district until the November 2026 election to place a
permanent funding source mechanism on the ballot. As a result, the outcome of that election will not be
known until shortly before Imperial County LAFCO must complete its municipal service review.

SB 1439 extends the MSR deadline to December 31, 2027. This extension will allow Imperial County
LAFCO to evaluate the district with the benefit of knowing whether voters approved the district's
permanent funding source mechanism, providing a more complete basis for evaluating the district's
finances and its ability to provide services.

As a fellow local agency formation commission, we recognize the importance of having complete and
current information when conducting municipal service reviews. Providing Imperial County LAFCO with
this additional time will support a more informed and meaningful review of the district.

For these reasons, Riverside LAFCO respectfully requests your signature on SB 1439.

Sincerely,

Gary Thompson

Executive Officer

Riverside LAFCO

cc: The Honorable Maria Elena Durazo, Chair, Senate Local Gov

RIVERSIDE LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION COMMISSION
6216 BROCKTON AVENUE, SUITE 111-A, RIVERSIDE, CA 92506 « PHONE (951) 369-0631 * www.lafco.org
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